
 

 
 
December 16, 2015  
 
The Honorable Pat Toomey  
248 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
ATTENTION: Dan Brandt 
 
Dear Senator Toomey: 
 

This month, Reuters unveiled a special investigation – Helpless and Hooked: The most vulnerable 
victims of America’s opioid epidemic.  Reuters identified 110 infants and toddlers who died from 
preventable deaths after their “mothers used opioids during pregnancy.”   
 

Six-week-old Brayden Cummings, who died in in Carbon County Pennsylvania in 2014, was 
featured in Reuters’ special investigation.  Brayden, who was receiving methadone and spent weeks in a 
neonatal intensive care unit (NICU), died shortly after his release from the hospital to the care of his 
mother and father.  He died after his young mother took her prescribed methadone along with a number 
of other drugs (e.g., amphetamines, methamphetamines and Xanax).  She then took Brayden to bed with 
her.  Brayden suffocated while in this hazardous sleeping condition. Brayden is dead and his mother, who 
was 20-years-old and known to many publicly funded systems (e.g., child welfare, courts, probation, drug 
treatment, Medicaid), has been sentenced to prison.  Tragically Brayden is not the only Pennsylvania 
infant or toddler that has died in similar circumstances.   
 

The findings of the Reuters investigation invites immediate Congressional action and oversight.  We 
are hopeful that, at a minimum, the Congressional Baby Caucus working with the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee and the U.S. House Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, which have jurisdiction over the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA), will 
quickly:   
 

1. Convene a hearing to gain insight into how states have implemented the federal CAPTA provision 
requiring that health care providers report substance-exposed infants to the child protection 
agency.  And how often then these referrals are leading to the required dual-generation Plan of 
Safe Care.  Congress should also gather information about how states are applying the reporting 
and Plan of Safe Care provision when the infant’s exposure is linked to drugs taken by the mother, 
as legally prescribed (e.g., Methadone). 

2. Require states to amend in a timely way (e.g., within 90 days) their CAPTA state plan to identify 
how the state is effectively developing inter-disciplinary Plans of Safe Care.  Also how the state is 
working across cabinet-level departments and federal funding streams (e.g., evidence-based home 
visiting, maternal and child health, substance abuse treatment, child welfare) to support 
substance-exposed infants and their mothers.  This CAPTA plan amendment should address if the 
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state’s development of a Plan of Safe Care is extended to infants where withdraw is linked to legal 
drugs the mother is taking, as prescribed.   

3. Identify any immediate areas where federal guidance and/or technical assistance is needed, 
particularly related to information sharing and confidentiality, so that states are not delayed or 
deterred in efforts to effectively engage an inter-disciplinary team approach to protecting 
substance-exposed infants. 

 
We fully appreciate that Congress recently enacted the Protecting Our Infants Act in order to further 

study and develop recommendations about prenatal opioid use, including neonatal abstinence syndrome 
(NAS).  Respectfully, however, the number of infants and toddlers affected today, including those who 
have died, along with the significant number of pregnant women striving to overcome the chronic health 
condition of addiction so they can safely parent their baby, demands immediate, not delayed action.   
 

We implore your urgency and we look forward to working with you in our shared goal that every 
infant is nurtured, protected and connected to a safe and supported family.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
A Child's Place PA 
Mary Carrasco, M.D., Director  
 
American Academy of Pediatrics, PA Chapter 
Sue Kressly, MD, FAAP, President 
Suzanne Yunghans, Executive Director 
 
Armstrong County Children, Youth & Family Services 
Dennis Demangone, Administrator 
 
Center for Children’s Justice 
Mary Achilles, Board Chair 
Cathleen Palm, Founder 
 
Central Susquehanna Community Foundation 
Holly Morrison, CEO 
 
Children's Advocacy Center of the Central Susquehanna Valley 
Pat Bruno, MD, Medical Director  
 
Children's Advocacy Center of Lawrence County 
Sue Ascione, Executive Director 
 
Community Prevention Partnership 
Cheryl Guthier, CEO 
 
Community Services for Children 
Paula Margraf, Executive Vice President 
 
Crawford County CASA 
Cindy Knight, Executive Director 
 
HAVIN (Armstrong County) 
Jo Ellen Bowman, Executive Director 
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Logos Academy 
Rev. Aaron Anderson, CEO/Head of School 
 
Maternity Care Coalition 
JoAnne Fischer, Executive Director 
 
National Association of Social Workers – PA Chapter 
Johanna Byrd, Executive Director 
 
National Nursing Centers Consortium 
Katherine Kinsey, Ph.D, Principal Investigator and Administrator 
 
Nurse-Family Partnership National Service Office 
Tara Dechert, Business Development Manager 
 
Network of Victim Assistance 
Barbara Clark, Executive Director 
 
Pennsylvania State Coroners Association 
Susan M. Shanaman, Solicitor 
 
Pennsylvania Shaken Baby Syndrome Prevention Program 
Kelly Cappos, RN, Nurse Coordinator 
 
Prevent Child Abuse Pennsylvania 
Teresa Olsen, Director  
 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Rev. Sandra L. Strauss, Director of Public Advocacy 
 
Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association 
Connell O'Brien, M Ed, Children’s Division Director 
 
St. Christopher’s Hospital 
Maria McColgan, M.D., Medical Director, Child Protection Program 
 
Sullivan County Coroner 
Wendy Hastings 
 
THE PROGRAM For Offenders, Inc. 
Carol A. Hertz, Executive Director 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Mary-Theresa Leventhal Baker, MD (Adams County) 
Marsha Barth (Berks County) 
Larry Breitenstein (Allegheny County) 
Lynn Carson (York County) 
Allan R. De Jong, MD (Chester County) 
Karen E. Fattore (Berks County) 
Anna Geissler (Berks County) 
Paula B George, MD (Berks County) 
Lauren A Johnson-Robbins, MD, Associate in Neonatology, Geisinger Health System 
Staci Johnson (Allegheny County) 
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Maricel Johnson, BSN, ADCJ, RN (Berks County) 
Roberta W. McHale (Luzerne County) 
Allison Mesaris (Berks County) 
Joan Mills (Allegheny County) 
Jenny Murphy-Shifflet (Dauphin County) 
Karen Purfield (Berks County) 
Eugene Quaglia (Berks County) 
Renee Riddle, MD (Berks County) 
Colleen Sauls (Berks County) 
Elizabeth A. Schmoyer (Berks County) 
Letty Thall (Philadelphia) 
Meghan Winslow (Lebanon County) 
Patricia Yoder, MSN, RN (Lancaster County) 
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